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letter0 to tbe Ebttor, --- 
lPhitst cordially inviting c o w  

munications upon all subjects 
tor these cohmns, we wish it 
to be distinctly understood 
that  we do not IN ANY WAY 
hold ourselves reaponsible for 
the opinions expressed by OUT 
correspondents. 

OUR PRIZE COMPETITION. 
To the Edilor of the  “ British 3ournal of Xursing.” 

Miss Lukey begs to acknowledge with thanks the 
cheque for 6. fQ1. Competition prize. 

Unversity College. Hospital, W.C. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR HOSPITAL 
MANAGEMENT. 

To t he  Editor of the British Journal of Nun+Gg.” 
DEAR MADAM,-I nofa in the press reports of the 

dropping of an operation case by porters a t  a 
London hospital that  when the jury “ deplored 
the neglect of thwe wnwrned in not taking pro- 
per preaautions in removing the patient from the 
operating theatre,” the Coiwnei- asked : I‘ Where 
wus the neglectt? J’ (m if L ~ Q I W  wem none), and oon- 
tinued : ((  Do you fix the neglect upon anybody in 
prtlcular ? ” 

The foreman of the Jury then made the state- 
inent: ‘( We cannot do that bemuse we do not 
know who mu1d be the responsible peison.” 

This is an extiwmdinary answer. Surely the 
Treasurer and Committee are reqmimible to- the 
public, not only for the expenditure of trust fund@, 
but for tbe rnmag+mpt of the hospital and the 
safety an& well being of the patients, anyway 
those gentlemen were represented by a lawyer 
at the inquest, who, I am glad b we, m d e  the 
statement that the authorities intended to falre 
steps to prevent a recurrence of such an accident. 

The mnstit~itions of many of our old g s n d  
h$ospitals are most awi%cra.tic, and on the majority 
of their house commit- there are no piwfes- 
sional persons wlio could, land diould, give infamm 
tion on scientific details. 

It is inore&.de that had there been me inde- 
pendent surgem 01’ trained nuiy9e 1011 the Committee, 
that stretcha1-s which are devoid of 6tlVLp w d d  
be piwvidgd for the imrnomal of insenibb 
patients placed on an air bed. Thirty ymls a@ it 
ws1s a rule in the h q i t d  in which 1 was trained 
for the  mmmpanying nurse to walk close beside the 
stretcher and rwt her hland lightly on the patient 
for wfety’s sake. 

Then hospital partem ahould be taught fiist-aid 
in so far as the wwrying of tha sick are 00ll~arned. 

The nasiww isolation of ho4piMs in London does 
not in& for up-imkte efficiency either in hmpitstl 
mnn~agement or nursing-in fact quite the revem. 
Co-apeinkion land wmpiariwn of new metbods 
would be of gimt benefit not only to members of 
hospital committees but to hospital officials. Thwe 
of a6 who subscribe to the upkeep of hospitals 

would like to see !a more liberal land intelligent. 
spirit in their management. 

Youm tmly, 
A HOSPITAL GOVERNOR. 

To the Editor o f  the ( I  British Journal of Nursing.” 
DEAR &fADAN,-In reading of the inquest on the 

poor patient who W ~ S  diwppd by tke portem, I 
coulil not help thinking of the different way %figs.  
ivere done both at the Lnambehh Infirmary in my 
training days, and also at the Polyclinic Hospital, 
Philadelphia, whese I worked for some long ~ ime.  
There the resident doctors helped, with the nurses, 
to remove a patient. I cannot ranember a single 
instance of any of the portew doing it. The 
doctom and nu= always did the moving. It wm. 
tlitirefore rather 4 shock to me tht it should be 
necessary for the foreman of the_ Jury to remark 
that a nume &ould have been with the patient. 
Why certainly j where else should &e be? 

YQUKS very truly, 
E. F. 

Fleet, Hatnts. 
[We think it would be well that a mediaal offiwi- 

should m m p a n y  the nume in attendance up;>. 
all serious major operation m e s  fiwm the theatre 
to the ward, and we agree with “ A  Elmpitar 
Governor” that pr tew entrusted with aarrying 
platienta should be cwefully instructed in the b a t  
inethods of doing M.-~D.]  

(Comment6 anb ‘lRepIfe$. 
Xm. E., London.-Among the best tsaining in-. 

stitutions for children’s nursw are the following 
(obtain piloarpectiisas from the Lady Superin- 
tendenb) :-The Norland Institute, 10, Pembridge 
Square, London, W.; the Princeas Christian Col-. 
lege, 19, Wilmslow Rod, Withington, l\hnchester; 
L i v e i p l  Ladies’ Sanitary Awmbtton, 27, Leeoe 
Street, Liverpool; St. Anne’s c%ur& of England‘ 
Nuirsery College, Pittville Circus, Cheltenham j St. 
Mary’s Nuiwry College (for educated Roman 
Catholic girls), Highgate Road, London, N.W. To 
the  Nodand Institute the honour belongs to being 
the pioneer of this work. The mlaries of n u ~ s 8 6  
when twined range from &24 to 280. About $40 
is the avenage. 

R;lotfces. 
OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS FOR MAY. 

In future the nev set of questions will be pub- 
lished in the last issue eacb month. The questions 
for *May are as follows:- 

.Mall 6 t h . W h a t  are the chief points which 
should be emphasised when visiting the homes of‘ , 

the poor by a nurse who is engaged in combatting 
tuberculosis ? 
Mug 18th .-What are the most important points 

in nursing cases of anemia, and why? 
May ,$?Otk.-Eow would you teach probationers 

t q  fill and apply (1) hot water bags; (2) ice bags? 
N a y  ,$?rth.-Eow would you prepare (1) the 

rqom; (2) the bed; (3) thO patient in a confinement, 
case? 
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